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Editorial Policy through the years has remained fairly consistent:
- Sponsored by HRACA

- Voice of the community, entirely written by volunteers, early printing on HRACA-owned
mimeograph, first computer-done cover in 1981 Printing now done commercially

- HRACA board minutes preserved in Runners.

- Until the advent of e-mail and list-serv, the Runner, along with the Block Host organization
and meetings, was primary means of community wide communication. (All HRACA
meetings were community wide in early years).

- Creative features continue to supplement routine news items and notices.

- Has great historic value, bound and preserved in the Virginia Room of the Fairfax County
Library in Fairfax. Largest collection of local publications on their shelves and of particular
value because it does include personal and creative features contributed by all ages, including
teens and children. Depicts a way of life in a rapidly changing rural-to-urban county,
beginning just after World War I1.



A few samples of "Editorial Policy" for the "Runner" thru the years:

May, '54: A simple notice that the Runner was published monthly, .."and is
distributed the weekend before the monthly meeting of the Civic Association,
which regularly falls on the fourth Monday of each month."
"Editorially Speaking," by Editor Sarah Lahr (comments on a "controlled press" in HF

Nov, '54: Similar to the above, with additions concerning an early Runner in
December "to allow staff members to assist Santa instead of the Runner in
December." "The editor can be addressed at 2002 Gallows Road, Phone JE4-5066."

Editor Beth Hahn. Comments on her editorial position on "burning issues."

No editorial position unless it reflects Civic Assn. Board; letters to

editor encouraged, "within space limits"& "this does not necessarily reflect..."
Objective coverage of issues encouraged.

Feb. '55: Publication date notice, followed by, "We know this is confusing, but
so is our calendar." Editor, Beth Hahn

Sept. '55: Publication date notice, followed by, "The RUNNER takes no editorial
position on controversial matters unless the Civic Association has taken a stand.
However, space and suitability permitting, the RUNNER may accept signed articles
by individual members on controversial subjects provided that, in each such
instance, space shall be offered for an expression of the opposite opinion.
Further, any member who wishes to bring up a subject for discussion at the Civic
Ass'n. meeting may publish an announcement thereof in the RUNNER."

Editor, Marj Burk

May, '59: Slight variation to above wordings, but same general policy.
Editors, Art and Rae Childers. Regular editorial column, "Off the Cuff,"
this issue reflecting on the past year.

Jan. '60: Editor, Stan Bradshaw, on his policy. Runner "must reflect our concern
for the progress and welfare of our community." Examples given.

Oct. '6l: No lengthy statement, simply: "The above list gives the names of
those persons who are responsible for the regular articles appearing beside their
names. If any reader has an item to contribute to one of the categories, please
contact the person responsible for it. If anyone wishes to make a contribution,
please contact the editor. " Editors, Colette & Les Stermer, comment on their
policy & plans to add a Letters to the Editors column, quoting the words of a
previous "prudent editor, 'All letters will be considered for publication and
packagess will be soaked in water 24 hours before opening.'" (Sorry, I didn't
have time to go thru Runners and check for Letters!)

Jan. '70: This wording was used for quite awhile: "The Holmes Runner is published
by the Holmes Run Acres Civic Assn, Falls Church, VA. Articles, letters, sug-
gestions may be sent to the literary editor...Copy deadline is the first of each
month. Copy received after that time will be held for publication in the following
issue. Your contributions are respectfully solicited." (Lit. editor, Marilyn Barro

Sep, '70: First example I ran across of current wording: ..."The purpose of the
HOLMES RUNNER is to express the voice of the HRA Civic Association, its Board
of Directors and members. The RUNNER will accept any signed articles expressing
personal opinion, and publish such articles, space and suitability permitting."
Editor, Rosie, reviews old Runner topics in her editorial column.

Jan, '85: Current wording not used consistently; varies occasionally.
Mia Gardiner, Editor.
NOTE: These are random selections fram old Runners, not meant to be complete,

just give a general background. Most topics have had specific relevance to HRA,
but if anybody wants to look thru my old Runners, give me a call... Vivian Smith



Samples of “Holmes Runner” statements of editorial policy - (continued)

- Dec. ‘90: The HOLMES RUNNER is the voice of the Holmes Run Acres community
Sponsored by the Civic Association, it has been written, produced and distributed regularly
since 1952. The RUNNER appears nine times a year and is free to Civic Association
members. Contributions are warmly encouraged. Address all correspondence to the editor.
Editor, Gloria Nappo, Assistant Editor, Nicholas Nappo (son).

- Nov. Dec. ‘95: (First two sentences the same as Dec."90) ...The RUNNER appears
approximately every other month and is free to civic association members and by
subscription to all others. The RUNNER welcomes unsolicited articles, news, poetry,
illustrations, and suggestions! Please address all correspondence to the editor. Editor, Mia
Gardiner

- Holiday 2000: Same as Dec. ‘95. Editor, Mia Gardiner.

- Holiday 2004: (First two sentences the same as Dec. ‘90) ...The Holmes Runner is a benefit
of membership in the HRA Civic Association and is available by subscription to all others.
The Runner staff welcomes appropriate articles, news, poetry, illustrations, and suggestions!
Please address comments to the editors. Co-editor, Haleh Peterson, Vicki Hancock

- Spring. 2009: (Same as 2004) Editor, Mary Beth Gardiner. Co-editor, Brenda Mantz just
resigning, new Co-editor to be Bill Kane.
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Fséling is running pretty hilgh just now on the subject of
L. integracion 1n the schoola. altnout doubt, 1t 1s an imnortant
xssuu, vorthy of thaughtful concideration by every resident of
e ¢ 183 Fun Acres. The lengthy sesslon of the \oodburn FrA londay
I Ligkt pyoves that ‘there is plenty of cr-.asideration--whetner
thought{ul or emotionel is a moost pHrini,

T ~ny cese, there has been 3nie pressure on the Runner to
take a stsnd." fFroponents say that every community oublicntioﬁ
aeha receonsibllity to 1ts readers to state a2 nosition on vital

ast -tsues, psd that to lgnore then editorizlly 1s either cowardly

this ar gstmich-like,

ad Thxz, of course, brings us to consideration of the function

r) it purpoge of the Holnes Runner. A8 we see it, the Runner is a
hyixio S'omething bsiween a newspaper ana a magazlne, ana inas—
men as ‘. 1s Jubliahed by the Civic association, it is a "house
orzan” with a public.relations functizcn. Its pur)ose is to unite

tl.3 aerbaors of the errmunity--not split thea six weys for bundsy
Dy e mhusiziap diflerences of o: laican on controversial issues.

e heartlly agree that an irdependent newspaper, privatsly
od anc overated, has an oblifaiion to 1ts readers to edopt a
ca editoriel Oolicy. But pr cuiohlly speaing, the editor's

ca 4e alwows a "hired sword." 411 hirh-ninded aiscusaicn ﬁbﬂut
3t w2ndon of the press and censorsa’s nu3t be reconciled with tle
9 ; T?““*-aﬁl—buttar realities. - i.e. Publications seldom print ofi-
: | tosials that strongly conflict wibli the opinions and volicics of
1€ ¢ publishers, (Trab, editors gwe iadependent t1inkers hy and

Zn*”a 2nd they won't a2llow too mach of a yo“e, but tnia arablen

A su*l.l.tr selved by wor™in~ for udlishers who pive them decent
Tauitd e or whose 1ldera giree wliin the editor's.g

In our c23e, the Civie Rseoaietinv i3 the publisher. If
08 Clvie Assoclatiun 3uouiu toce &2 g on this or eny quest-
;on 1t would be the Runner's plain dut; to back 1t up enltorially.
n resolution on a contrcversial iusue aporoved by a le “al guorum

h3~



of the Asszociation would receive the full supvort of the Runner--
flery ohrases and all, We like a good firht as well as anybody.

short of this, however, it woula be iapossible to deteriine
aad accurately reflloet the ﬁODiﬂi?n" of the Civic Associetion
menbers, This beilng the cese, w: feel that an editcrizl in the
Runmner on interration or any siallar subject--whether it were
stirong or wea, thouzhtful or thou htless--could only reflect
the opinion of the writer. And it is our sincere belief that 1t
. mld be unfair, if not en actual violaticn of editorial trust,
to nze the Runner as a vehiecle of the edltor's personal oninion--
uo natter how 7ocd or good for us it micht be.

Tnis does not anean that the _Junner must ignore controvoralal
news events. They can and will be covered es objectively =4 possi-
sle 204 thelr livortance conveyed by nosition and length. Letters
1o tue .ditor are a lecitiilate ouni of the Runner and we'll be
r..ed t» carry thei, within svace 1i1its - with the ususl rsadio
roviso: "This does not necessarily reflecte..”

In brief, this yesr we're taring o "stand" on pot ta-ing a
stend. This is neither en iadictneat »7 how things were done in
“he pa:st nor an atte Wt to set a prece’.at for the futurse. Every
editor ust decide how he can best fulfill his duties--and it will
necessar.ly be based on his own inter-retetion of the recuiremnents
of the Job. This i3 our interpretation.

The Editor

~ i / . ey
21\ AN
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A Continuing Voice: The 'I-.lolmes Runner

One of the most important factors contributing to a sense of
community in Holmes Run Acres is the Homes Runner. This community
newsletter has been published nine times a year (September through May)
by the Holmes Run Acres Civic Association, beginning in 1952.

It has provided a cohesiveness to the community by recording the
activites and interests of both residents and community organizations.
The content has varied widely through the years, reflecting the diver-
sity of talents and changing needs of the residents. It has blended,
in a rather unique way, the qualities of a home-town newspaper (the
gossip column), organizational newsletter (HRACA minutes and official
announcements), and a rather professional journal (humorous and in-
formational articles, poetry, etc.).

The first newsletter in August, 1952, signaled the official
opening of the first membership drive of the HRA Civic Association. It
was apparently issued by the "Publicity Committee' (K. D. Flock and
Frances Leighton). This first newsletter, as well as many subsequent
""RUNNERS," did much to establish a community identity. It described
the occupational diversity of HRA residents, which included: A NBC
reporter covering the White House, a full-time Eisenhower campaign
worker, a writer for NEWSWEEK and a former airline stewardess. It
described the HRA Civic Association, 'some of the issues of concern to
the new community, including; the development of a playground and swimm-
ing pool; landscaping and home improvement; Gallows Road speed limits
and widening (little did they know!), the organization of Cub, Boy, and
Girl Scout troops; 100% membership in the Civic Association; welcoming
new residents; and promoting civic interest.

The November, 1952, newsletter officially became the '"Holmes
Runner." produced by the HRACA Publications Committee. It reported on
the considerable progress which the community had made towards its goals
in the short period since the first newsletter. 93% of the residents
were members of the Civic Association; swimming pool prospects were
shaping up (a community referendum was planned), and a Cub Scout den
had been organized.

In, January, 1953, the Runner became a monthly publication. The
first editor was Charles R. Burback. The issue featured an illustrated
cover by Mrs. Nancy Hersch; illustrations for major subject matter;
advertisements by nearby merchants; and a map which showed the community
boundaries as Gallows Road, Holmes Run Drive, and Executive Avenue,
within which were 8 streets, lanes, drives, and circles. A community
telephone directory had been proposed.

i



The February, 1953, issues contained articles contributed by
residents other than members of the publication committee, The dog
issue was introduced, and the garden club concept was broached.

By the end of 1953, the Runner had assumed a form that it has
maintained, with few exceptions, ever since. Minutes of the previous
Civic Association meeting; letters to and from the President of the
Civic Association regarding zoning laws, community facilities, etc.;
reports on the numerous community activities and organizations;
letters to the editor; and advertisements. The content has changed
through the years to reflect the changing needs and composition of
the community, but the format remained largely the same.

In the February, 1954, issue, Betsy Ross Hinkle, Editor of the
Annandale ''Sun-Echo,” was quoted 'Fortunate is the community to claim
residents able to give the talent and willing to give the time to such
a publication. The Runner entertains, it irritates at times, it heckles
on occasion-- it is a serious newspaper which refuses to take itself
seriously."

By 1954, the monthly report of resident activites became formalized
with the title, "The Revolving Door." The article reported initially on
the substantial number of departures and new arrivals in the community,
but very quickly began to incorporate ''newsy' information about parties
held, awards received, trips taken, babies born, etc. This article has
continued to be a central feature of the Runner. Later titles to the
column have been: ''Chatterbox,'" "Et Cetera," ""Copia Verborum,' and today
"The Gossip Column."

Editorials became a regular feature in 1954. In the November,
1954, issue, the editor announced an editorial policy which was followed
by most of the successive editors; The editor took a stand Not to take
a stand on controversial community issues! The role of the Runner as a
unifying force in the community was considered paramount. Emphasis has
been placed on factual rather than interpretive reporting. in the early
1960s, editorials gave way to editor's short-short fiction stories but
reappeared on an irregular basis thereafter.

Perhaps the-most impressive testimony to the uniqueness of the
community is contained in letters from former residents which were
published on a regular basis in the early Runners. Holmes Run Acres
has held a very special position in the hearts and minds of all who have
lived here. The most striking theme in the letters is reference to the
spirit and diversity of the people of Homes Run Acres.

It is the amazing diversity of backgrounds and talents of HRA resi-
dents that has given the Runner its character. It has contained artwork,
comic strips, poetry, short stories, and a seemingly endless stream of
useful, informative articles on such diverse subjects as: cooking, leaf
raking; county laws and regulations; home maintenance; traveling; house-
hold hints; church news; restaurant reviews; play, movie, and book
reviews; school news; education concepts; real estate issues; and many,
many more.

a DO



The March, 1969, issue presented the following statistics tabulated
from Civic Association membership applications:

542 children (274 boys, 268 girls)

Men's Professions:

26 architects

9 lawyers

9 salesmen

L psychologists
3 accountants

2 doctors

10 teachers

5 economists

4 insurance salesmen
L airline pilots

L commercial artists
3 geologists

3 magazine editors
36 U.S. Government

38 Military

Women's Professions:

secretaries professional photographer UN tour guide
teachers professional signers USIA reporter
nurses lawyer court reporter
librarians architect 2 editors

artists finger-print technician Asst. cartographer

real estate sales congressional legislative Asst. fashion illustrator

writers & reporters economist 2 models

poet chemist proprietor: office
supply & stationary
store

The diversity of HRA residents is also described in '"Profiles,"
which began with the September, 1963 issue and have continued fairly
regularly since. These interviews with HRA families are yet another way
in which the Runner has promoted cohesiveness in the community.

Artwork has been an important Runner feature. With very few
exceptions, each issue has had an artistic cover as well as a liberal
sprinkling of artwork setting off the major articles. Children's artwork
has frequently been published. Since 1954, there has generally been an
art editor responsible for producing and soliciting Runner artwork.

Poetry by HRA adults and children has appeared frequently in the
Runner. Children's poetry was published most often in the December issues.
Barbara Ruhl, whose commercially published poems Semi-Precious Stones, was
one of several adults who contributed poetry of note. The following song
written by Jim Carscadden for the 20th anniversary celebration, and published
in the May, 1972, issue describes an important aspect of life in the Acres --
the constant movement of families to, from and within the community:

i



CONFUSION

(to- the tune of Soloman Levi)

How long do you have to live in a house
Until it becomes your own,

How long do you live in someone's
House that they don't-even own--

2
i«

If the Gowells live in the Melody house
And the Guions live in the Inmans!
Who lives in the Egions'house.

If the Herbert Lee€' live in the Davey house
And the Baptistas live in the Harts'
Who lives in the Baptistas' house?

If the Lustigs live in the Engel house
And the Daughertys live in the Millers!
Who lives in the Daughertys' house?

If the Ullmans live in the Grosvenors' house
And the Daveys live in the Mannsf
Who lives in the Davey house?

if the Ryans live in the Skillman house
And the Underhills live in the Leeg'
Who lives in the Underhill house?

If the Tylers live in the Thiel house
And the Grains live in the Nicholsons®
Who lives in the Graines! house?

If the Webbers live in the Whiteg! house
And the Tafts live in the Adams'

Who lives in the Tafts' house?

How long do you have to live in a house
Until it becomes your own,

How long do you live in someone's

House that they don't even own--

The February, 1953, issue introduced a subject which was to live a
long and lively life; Dogs. There have been at least 50 letters and
articles relating to the ''dog problem.!' At one point the exchange of
letters in the Runner became so intense that the editor had to declare
a moratorium on further articles on the subject!

Another lively issue in the Runner has been that of street lights.
The March, 1953, issue introduced the subject with a letter to the editor
indicating that the Civic Improvements Committee had been ''striving to
obtain street lights for HRA'" and urging residents to oppose the idea.



The issue reappears frequently throughout Runner history with letters
to the editor, announcements of special meetings and committees, and in
one issue, alternative designs for outdoor lighting that could be in-
stalled by each resident.

Other issues raised frequently have included, zoning, sidewalks,
Gallows Road cleanup, water rates, classroom shortages, lack of public
transportation, Japanese beetles, Gallows Road traffic congestion, in-
adequate trash collection, lack of street signs, location of garbage
pick-up, location of fire hydrants, school integration, noise from Luria
Park, saving the woods in the Chiles tract, financing the multi-purpose
area at Woodburn school, house and community spring cleanup.

The early Runners were financed chiefly through the sale of
advertising space to local merchants. This practice was discontinued
with the October, 1960, issue, though a nominal fee was still charged
for classified advertising until 1970. Delivery was by the Girl Scouts
until the fall of 1968, when it was shifted to the block hostesses

The success of the Runner has been due in large part to the fact
that it is a community-wide effort. The list of contributors for a
single issue has included as many as 32 names! The Runner ''staff'' has
included writers, editors, artists, typists, mimeographers, assemblers,
and distributors. This has involved a tremendous number of volunteer
hours, all working out of their homes.

Equipment includes a file cabinet maintained by the editor, 2
electric typewriters and an electric stapler maintained by the pro-
duction editor, a light table maintained by the art editor, and a
mimeograph machine maintained (at no small inconvenience), usually in
the home of the chief mimeographer.

Holmes Run Acres is no longer an isolated community. This fact,
in addition to the changing lifestyles of the 1970s, make it increasingly
difficult to maintain the strong community spirit that has characterized
Holmes Run Acres. For this reason, the Runner's role in the community
today is perhaps even more important than it has been in the past. For
many people living in this fast-moving suburban society of 1976, character-
ized by fragmented social ties, the Runner is the single most important
contact with the rest of our community.

The existence of a 25 year recorded history helps to make this
collection of 350 homes a community, with a past, present, and future
of its own. Here's to those who will carry on a proud tradition and share
in making a record of another 25 years of excellence for Holmes Run Acres
and the Runner.

.
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THE HOLMES RUNNER, FOOTPRINT IN HISTGRY “Homes RUNIERS" I
' FrifeAx Co. LigrAay

Ever had a Walter Mitty delusion that something you write
might someday be published in a bock? Dream cn. If you've ever
written anything for The Holmes Runner, you are now not only in
print, but bound.

Wnen Nan Netherton, historian with the Fairfax County Office
of Comprehensive Flanning, saw our Twenty-fifth Anniversary book,
she suggested that the Fairfax County Library might appreciate a
collection of Holmes Runners, Pimmit Hills and Hollin Hills had
already made such gifts. ''Do you mean," gasped confirmed pack rats
Dena Leep and I, "that there actually is some justification for peorle
1ike us, people who have been stashing away our Holmes Runners com-
pulsively all thses years?"

"Yes, oh, yes," beamed Nan, "the little day-to-day picture of
1ife among the citizens cof this county during an unprecedented :
period of expansion in its history will be inwaluable in the future!
Given the transisncy of residents, if cories of your magazine are
not filed in some central spot, they will eventually slip away from us."”

So there they are, twerty four handome bound volurmes, taking up
a yard and a half or mor2 con the shelves of the downstzirs Virziniana
Room in the Main Branch Library in Fairfax.

It was the TLeeps who parted with mcst of thelr coples, witn
a few sssorted gaps filled Inwwhere neededs Twe of the sazrly editioenms,
Vewsletter 1, August, 1952,and The Yolmes Runner, Yovember, 1532,
were sent to Rae Par—enter durine cur Twenty-fifth Anniversary cele-
bration by Hank LaFaver, tins first president of the Clvic Associaticn.
So far as we know, the collectionan is complete,

The Yashingten Tost took brief note of our presentation in the
weekly's Pinmnmit Hills story on Ausgust 1ld. I had called the editor
and told him of the taree communities' presentations to the library,
and he decided he wanted to do a fcature oan cne of the pioneer sub-
divisions in the county. Ze ccnsidered Holmes Fun fcres -- until he
did his homewori and found that we nad already received autn ccverage
in 3arah Booth Coaroy's Junlay Style sccticn last September. Hope
you caught the pimeit 1115 story; our gizter community, lixe us,
gives much credit for its active community 1ife to its censistent
newshest publication.

A toast to all those editors and ather vecluntecrs who Zave
kept us in print all these years! wdext time you're in Fairlax, drop
by the library and talle a2 iooke “e'rs roally quite ingrassive,

Lons live The Holmes Runnes!

Vivian Smith
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THE RUNNER AS AN IMPORTANT PART OF LIBRARY’S VIRGINIA HISTORY

Copies of The Holmes Runner have been on the shelves in the Fairfax County
Public Library for years. Although you may have tossed out your issues after
culling out needed information » others have been keeping this newsletter (or
neighborhood newspaper) for posterity. Interested persons can visit the
Virginia Room at the Fairfax City Regional Library (formerly the Central
Library) and look through thirty years of The Holmes Runner,

Why would the library keep something that seemingly has such fleeting
value? There are several reasons. The Virginia Room maintains many materials
which are out of date from the standpoint of club and group announcements, but
which have long-term value beyond their original purpose. The Holmes Runner
falls into this category., For many records, newspapers and similar materials,
the immediate value and importance drops quickly after publication and remains
low for many years. Gradually, people renew interests in subjects which may
only appear in limited distribution materials and hence their historic value
warrants retention,

Researchers in a variety of subjects can make use of community newsletters
like The Holmes Runner . Most important is the information on the growth and
changes in a particular neighborhood written by the residents themselves. The
writing of a neighborhood history would logically begin with the area’s
newsletter, and such was the case when Holmes Run Acres: The Story of a

Community was penned in 1976. Beyond the neighborhood itself, such newsletters

can help researchers study the suburbanization of Fairfax County, the problems
facing the area during a given time period, and the ideas of residents on
contemporary issues. Perhaps one day these newsletters will be useful for
people doing family history and genealogy.

Art work within The Holmes Runner and other newsletters is, to say the
least, interesting. Sketches, drawings, maps, doodles, and even photographs dot
the pages. These are entertaining and worth saving in themselves,

The Holmes Runner back file is an important part of the Virginia Room’s
local history collection. Please come in and browse through our issues and see
how your neighborhood has changed. You may even find an old picture of
yoursel f!

Eric Grundset

Virginia Room
Fairfax City Regional Library

12
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A good way to build
community identity

“The Holmes Runner,"” with a circulation of less than 500,
is not one of the major publications in Northern Virginia. In
fact, unless you live in the Holmes Run Acres subdivision of
Fairfax County just off Gallows Road, it is quite likely that
you have never heard of the Runner, which has just cele-
brated 30 vears of continuous pubbeation.

But despite its relative obscurnity, the publication is an im-
portant and worthwhile newspaper that has contributed
heavily to community development and identification since
January 1953. The editors promised nine issues a year, filled
with information about the brand new community, its peo-
ple and its problems. And for 30 years, sponsored by the
Holmes Run Acres Civic Association, they have kept the
promise.

Community identity, the quality that binds neighbors to-
gether, is often lacking in Northern Virginia, which has a
heavy percentage of transients — people who live here for
three or four years and then move on. It takes a powerful
force to establish in residents a feeling of continuity and
pride in their own community. The Runner has done the job
and done it well.

This neighborhood voice of the people deals with martters
of vital concern to its citizens. Over the years, issues involv-
ing dogs, street lights, sidewalks, new roads. Japanese bee-
tles, street congestion, trash collections, school integration,
public transportation and classroom shortages were dis-
cussed and positions taken.

Strictly personal items weren't ignored. Births were re-
corded and some deaths, too. There were (and still are) reci-
pes and want ads and personal items, And there was county
news of interest to Holmes Run Acres, items such as school
bond 1ssues or new bus schedules. Sometimes, former resi-
dents wrote back and reported on what theyv were doing.

Sprawling Fairfax County, with its more than 600,000 peo-
ple spread over 400 square miles, needs cohesive neighbor-
hood groups to generate civic action and responsibility
Holmes Run Acres is a pnme éxample of a strong, united
community that has done much for its citizens over a long
neriod of time. One big reason for that record of success is
the Holmes Runner

Happy 30th birthday and congratulations to the 45 editors
and co-editors who have labored so hard to keep the Runner

going.
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“~ THE RUNNER IS 50! — VIVIAN SMITH

Take a good look at this publication you're holding:
state-of-the-art, visually exciting, a product of the latest
computer technology. And it’s also 50 years old this
year! All 50 years were produced by volunteers. Not
many publications can make that claim.

The Holmes Runner has seen a lot in this half-century, and

it reported on what it saw not in one voice, but in many. It
was written by architects, lawyers, secretaries, housewives,
soldiers, artists, authors, technicians, physicians, government
employees, teenagers, and children. They came to Holmes
Run Acres from cities and small towns across the United
States and from countries around the world. The writing
was not always polished, not always professional, but it was
always authentic, always real. It has been a labor of love from
many hearts.

The first issue of the Holimes Runner was published in August
1952, and the tradition of cover art by residents began with
the October issue. The early staff typed stencils for up to 65
pages an issue, once a month, nine months a year. The artists
used styluses to trace their illustrations. After hand-cranking
the mimeograph, volunteers ran around a table collating the
pages, sometimes adding hand-painted touches to all 350
covers.

Glancing quickly through old Runmners is next to impossible.
You linger over a child’s drawing from the 50s, identify

with a poem somebody wrote in the 60s, laugh about a
writer’s old Studebaker that served as a limousine for a
visiting ambassador. You cry at memories of neighbors

who survived Auschwitz and Dachau, share the pangs of
Vietnam as you read a veteran’s letter.

You are in a time warp: Fairfax County is a rural area

still at the “end of the line” There is no neighborhood
school, no public swimming pool in the county, and a
park system newly organized with 14 acres and a staff of
nine. There are notices about evacuation routes, nuclear
firestorms, and block wardens, along with those about
parties, PTA and civic association meetings, a bridge
group, a garden club, a book club, and art classes. The
Runnier is a neighborhood bulletin board, helping residents
pool their talents to provide many of the public services

one day to be taken for granted.

You are amazed at the lively discussions about dogs
(should there be a leash law?), about streetlights (county
lights or yard lights planned by architect-neighbors?).

You see the first growing pains as expansion begins and
volunteers track the widening of Gallows Road, the new
hospital, the coming of Yorktown, the Beltway—and today,
the widening of that Beltway.

Though sponsored by and serving as the voice of the
civic association, the Runner also reflects the tone set by
each editor. There have been years when no one seemed
willing to assume this time-consuming job; there have
been covers pleading for an editor. But always, someone
has stepped forward. And always, there have been
people willing to help keep the Runner in continuous
publication.

As Holmes Run Acres approached its 25th anniversary,
we asked historians in Fairfax County if there was

any interest in the Runmner issues some of us had saved
through the years. The answer was a resounding “Yes!”
The years since World War II, with their intense change
from rural to urban life, have been unique in the
history of Fairfax County. We didn’t think of ourselves
as writing “history” as we talked about our day-to-day
interests and concerns, but the county assures us that’s
just what we’ve been doing, and in quite a personal way.

And so, if you've written for the Runner any time
these past 50 years, your writing is preserved, bound
in books, in the Virginia Room of the Fairfax County
Public Library. Eric Grundset, a staff member, wrote
on the occasion of the Runner’s 30th anniversary

that our publication will prove invaluable for future
research, perhaps even in genealogy: “Most important
is the information on the growth and changes in a
neighborhood as written by the residents themselves.”

Those of us who have been involved in even small ways
are proud and happy to have been a part of this treasure
that is the Holmes Runner Happy Birthday, Holmes
Runner—and many more!

Vivian lives at 3415 Surrey Lane with her husband Dave. She moved to the Acres in 1954 and has been acting as our
community historian since 1991. She enjoys collecting Acres memorabilia and prefers to think of herself “an archivist,

rather than a pack rat.”
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ONGRATULATIONS TO THE ACRES
Representative to the Virginia House of Delegates James M. Scott

[ want to offer my heartiest congratulations to the Holmes Run
res Civic Association on the Fiftieth Anniversary of The Holmes
inner. This high quality journal, printed continuously since 1952,

a model community publication. The journal, with its various
ticles, news columns, poetry, stories, and more, all authored by
sople in the community, is a reflection of a caring and involved
sighborhood.

It is a privilege to serve Holmes Run Acres as your representative to : ‘

e Virginia House of Delegates. I extend best wishes to you as you
Jebrate this important anniversary and remarkable achievement.

ELEBRATING THE HOLMES RUNNER
y Providence District Supervisor Gerry Connolly

As many of you know, I have represented Holmes Run Acres
1 the Fairfax Board of Supervisors since 1995. What you may
ot know is that I have been a loyal reader of The Holmes Runner
»r many years before that.

I came to public office via the civic association route, first as

resident of my own neighborhood association and then two-
erm president of the Federation of Civic Associations. At the
iederation one of the things we did regularly was to try and
ncourage neighborhoods without associations to form them.
Ve talked with a lot of residents about community building and
yne of the things 1 held up as a model communication tool was
The Holmes Runner.

Over the years, the idea that took shape over a back fence,

reighbor to neighbor 50 years ago, has become much more than.- -

\ vehicle of information for residents. The Runner is the historic
ecord of a truly unique community. If you are lugky enough to
1ave saved your back issues as I have, you now have a treasure of
tories, photographs, advice, art and a running regord of the
nany issues that have challenged and shaped oiir comnitmity
\nd our County. There truly is nothing that T am aware to o=
sare with this publication. In‘my office we read it GOVEE1D O
ind are amazed by it consistent quality and’charm:-From the

GREETINGS AND CONGRATUIATIO
by Fairfax County Botid ¢ f Supervisors: Cha

I have been re rative niewsletter s

when I was first el Disttict Supervisor, and, as
Chairman, I'have contit d it as one'way of staying in
close touch with your community: A homeowners’ association
newsletter that has been published consistently for 50 years isa
téstament to your community’s commitment to inclusion, to
‘resolve problems together, and to participate and contribute to
the greater county community d5 a whole.

Fairfax County’s gommﬁi has a long tradition bf working
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humorous (does anyone have a copy of that Mad magazine cover
from the early 60’s with Alfred E. Newman wearing a Homes Run
Acres sweat shirt and mowing his lawn?) to the serious (Luther
Jackson in the center of school integration, the development of
the Chiles Tract, the Beltway, the continuing efforts to preserve
open space and save trees, and always, Holmes Run residents
doing their part to protect our quality of life, whether by serving
on County committees or testifying at public hearings), The
Holmes Runner documents an admirable record of citizenship

“and community.

“And in the midst of it all, there has always been space set aside

W for expert gardening advice, sharing of recipes, "family” photos

ws about neighborhood children who have grown and
way. Congratulations to Mia Gardiner and all past edi-
contributors; and best of luck to Catherine Shaw as she
%elm. The Holmes Runner deserves to be read cover to
ne who wants to understand what community
you for being a model for us all.

KINIVERSARY OF A GREAT NEWSLETTER!

" life for our residents. The Holmes Runner, with information

about county and regional issues, encourages community partici-
pation and nurtures this connection. Although your new website
offers one more way to connect and inform, there will always be
a place for a well-designed and informative newsletter that has all
the information you need about your community close at hand.
1 commend your commitment to keep neighbors and your elect-
¢d bfficials informed for the last 50 years and wish you the best
of luck fot the rext 50.
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Dear ‘!FS?

The Executive Committee of the Holmes Run Acres Civie
Association has asked me to brief you on the new rules governing
use of the mimeograph machine which were established at our July
17th Committee meeting, and to review general policies concerning
mimeographing.

The mimeograph, as you know, is the property of the Civiec
Association, and was purchased for the use of HRACA activities,
projects and groups. Heading the list of these, logically, is
of course the Association official medium of information, Ih
Holmes Runner, which, for the night or nights required for its
mimeographing once a month, has, by common consent of the Committee,
top priority over all other mimeographing. Runner distribution
is the Saturday before the monthly Assoclation meeting, which
is the fourth llonday of each month except July and August., The
Eunger in the past has been run off the T'riday or the Thursday and

riday evenings before Association meetings,

I go into all this only because there have been conflicting
requests for mimeogreph usage on those days in the pasty and I
sincerely hope that, with understancing of the rule, careful
glanning, and Judicious use of the Runner itself, occasions when

here is need to use the machine at the same time as the Runner
run-off can be kept at a minimum. However, in a genuine emer-
gency, perhaps you and I might work out special arrangements.

Also entitled to use of the mimeograph machine are, naturally,
those activities which are part of the Civic Association: the
vements, Youth Activities, lMembership and Hospitality,
ogram, and Publicity Committees. This privilege would also per=
tain, of course, to special temporary committees or projects,

Additionally, there is a sextet of groups which the Executive
Committee has declared entitled to use the Association mimeograph.
They are more or less affiliated with but not integral parts of
the Civic Association. These are: Holmes Run Acres Recreation
Association, Garden Club, Little Theater, Card Club, Brownies,
an couts, Although tThe Association does not charge these
groups for use of the machine, it does expect those with the
financial ability to do so to pay for Association supplies,
such as paper and stencils, which they use. Records are kept of
such supplies used, both to enable us to account to the Treasurer
for our expenditures, and to keep a running inventory for re-order
purposes.

All projects or groups not previously referred to, must
seek speclal permission from the Publicity Chairman ané the
Executive Committee for use of the mimeograph,

Routine scheduling for use of the mimeograph may be made
through Bill or Lu Steketee, who have been duly deputized by the
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consent of the Committee for this function, and in whose home, at
2018 Holly Lane, the machine is housed, Requests for usage must
be made to the Steketees, JE 4-4529, o day in advance--first
come, first served. And they have made the single, extremely
reasonable stipulation that no one ask to use the mimeograph
when they're both away.

The Steketees have also been deputized by me and the Execu-
tive Committee to "direct and supervize" use of the mimeograph.
This does not mean they will do your work for you, Each committee,
project, organization, or activity using the mimeogragh must ope
erate it themselves, Ehe Executive Committee has voted. Thus
each using group should train at least one operator to be availa-
ble when needed. If your group has no trained mimeo rapher,
get one now, Training can be arranged upon request through me.
But the rule is, remember: no trained operator, no use of the ..
mimeograph,

These, then, are the "ground rules" which must be ad-
hered to by all. They are designed to achieve maximum use of the
mimeograph by qualified users vithout friction or misunderstanding.
Be fair, be reasonable, be considerate and it should be smooth
mimeographing for all of us, No one wants cranks for mimeograph
crankers--or pickle pusses for publicity chairmen, do we?

Sincerely,

Publicity Chairman
Copies to:

Chuck Burbach

Martha Powell

George Presson

Mabel Knoertzer

Ruth Beck

Hank LaFaver

Joe Engel--2 copies, 1 for Card Party chairman
Charlie Woodman

Buzz Lloyd

Al Wooten

Sarah Lahr

Lu Steketee

Alice Yoke

Helyne Davis (for Helen Trudeau)
Mary Beth Peters

Bill Savoie

Rose Kushner

Sara lleKinney



Horace said, "He has half the deed done, who has made a
beginning."

This is our beginning, and indeed, it would seem the worse
part of our task is behind us. Would that it were so!

The task of those who make possible the RUNNER (with the
exception of yours truly, whose title is more impressive than
his contribution) really has no beginning or. ending, Their
jobs are often tedious, always arduous, seldom fully apprec-
iated, Their only hope for reward is the possibility their
work might find favor with you, the reader.

It is unfortunate the mechanics of publishing are so little
understood and sympathised with by the average layman. Consider
what went into this issue of the RUNNER., There were the many
reporters who gave up their personal leisure Lo cover and write
about events of interest and importance to you. Therec were
thosé who went from door-to-door, from business house-to-business
house, soliciting advertising. There was the matter of deciding
what art work to use, and the task of actually drawing it, There
was the back-breaking job of typing all these words on stencils.
There were approximately LOO copies of this issue printed. That
meant someone had to turn a mimeograph machine some 1,000 times.,
Someone had to insert the staples, and others saw to it that your
copy was delivered to you.

A1l this took much time and energy. And what for? To bring
you news which we trust is both informative and entertaining, If
we have sueceeded, then it has all been worthwhile.

~MD
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EDITORS OF THE HOLMES RUNNER

(* indicates editors still living in the neighborhood)

1952
1953
1953-1954
1954-1955
1955-1956
1956-1957
1957-1958
1958-1959
1959
1959
1960
1960-1961
1962
1962
1962
1963
1964-1965
1965-1966
1967-1968
1967-1968
1968-1969
1969-1970
1970-1971
1971-1972
1972-1973
1973-1974
1974-1976
1976-1978
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983-1985
1985
1986
1987-1988
1989-1990
1991-1993
1994
1995-2001

Aocvmd Dobs —

Fran Leighton and K.D. Flock
Catmeruns Show

Charles Burbach

SarahLahI* 3‘,;,’)’2_([_;6_ 66 A — Sy

Beth Hahn e feTERSIN

Marj Burk and Steve Waldron View+ Havceck

Elise Kendrick A 2003 ~ Covne

John and Marge Magee AApacas . Jo o) SOV

Art and Rae Childers Fier 800 § 0 :

Joseph Leep O
ecC e

Jim Lemon *

Stan Bradshaw

Larry Evans

Colette and Les Stermer

Royce Kriewall

Bob Parker

Betty and Dick Saxer

Dena Leep *

Joyce Richardson and Bobbie Evans
Franceska Meeker * and Jane Underhill *
Dot Lewis * and Joyce Calkins

Dot Lewis * and Sandra Duckworth
Marilyn Barron and Julia Evans

Rosalie Weintraub and Maude Trenholme
Rosalie Weintraub and Joyce Richardson
Ann * and Turk Lewis & Jean Heacock
Ann Lewis * and Jean Heacock

Dave Cartwright and Jean Heacock
David and Louise Sayre

Julia Evans and Jean Taylor

Jean Taylor

Carol Sizemore

Bita Lanys *

Charlotte Mahood & Bill and Rae Parmenter
Mia Gardiner *

Jean-Marie Seidman *

Judy and Randy McKnight *

Judy McKnight *, Mari Reeves * and Therese Keegan
Judy McKnight *

Gloria Nappo *

Kim and Jeanette Petersen

Mia Gardiner *

~56 ~



T eSS——— . o o= £, o —— v ‘:_i". 1

Holmes Runner staffs-'-thr.u the yoars. Sb's 2 r:.......-q}
Octe 1952-=Nov, 1952: Editor Fran leighton
- & : Assoc, Editors: Howahd Ball, W.W. Condit, Sahr Lahr,
— Wm, Marshal Wright,

e ~ =+ - Art Director: Thomas Yanosky

Dec, 1952--May 1952 - - o
__Charles Burbach: Editor - -

Asst. 3: E‘ﬁeature Ed.. Sghgp Lahr

HREA, Affairs Ed.: Cullen 1L'Jfa.ldca

Adult Activities: Rogetta Waldo

Youth Activities Edif \AIY_Toke

Advertizing Mge.: Jean Burba,ch -
Production Manager: Harris Squire, Asst. Alice Yoke
Secretaries- Mabel Knoertzer, Sue Meadows, Margaret Johnson

e June 1953-<May 195h Editor Sarah Labr""

Civic Affairs: Homrd Ball’ -

Adult Activities: Marilyn Hewlett

Youth " Alice Yoke

Vital Statistics: Margaret Ball

Cover Design: Tom Yanosky

Nlustrations: Connie Tischney

Stencils: Helyne Davis, Audrey Cochran & Debbie DDale
Production: Kent Yoke, Earl Rogers, Sally LAFaver, Dorothy Waldo
Distribution: Alice Yoke, Al, Smith, & Brownies

——Beth Hahn: Sept., 195L-=May 1955:

Art, Tditor: Fancy Hersch
Civic Affairs: Howard Ball and Vera Koepp
Church News: Cissie Smith
Clubs & Crganizations: Debbie Tovar
County News: Sarah Lahr (THE BEGINNING--HAS NEVER STOFPED)
General Assignment: Bill Condit
Personals and Fersonalities: OSarah Tietge & Rose Kushner
School News: Jean Conrad
Cover: Nancly Hersch: Loraine Ladin, E‘Lthel_m'_ﬂhar'b, Mike Nesbitt,
Marcus Stearns & Harvey Kushner
ants Ads and Advertizing: Sally Patrick
Stencils Ardene Sﬁnon, Assts, Betty Cardon, Libby Presson, Audrey Sullivan,
Irene Telford, Ma.ry Woot.en.
Mimeographing: JamesSprtnger iy Bl 2
‘ 'Assts. Bill & Lu Steketee, Tomny Rogers, Carol Rogers, Priscilla Krei'bzer,
T g , . 8 e | linda Kreitzer

Distribution: Al Smith



~—atJ burke: Sept, 1955--Dec, 1955 (left area) Steve Waldron Jan, 1955=May 1956

Church News: Sue Williams
Civic Affairs: Anne Clapper & Arlene Simon
Clubs & Organizations: Rae Parmenter 3
General Assignment: Bil] Condit, Beth Hahn, Martha Poiell
Personals & Personalities: Mimi Keach, Florence Stricklen
School News: Ann Sheble e
Teen Age News:  Jodie Hailey & Sharon Klay
Our Younger Generation: Joe Fnglish, Ed Mika, AbbieSvendson
Want Ads: Joan Bradshaw = e
Art Editor: Rita Lewis
Art Staff: Charles Bruml, Fran Duncan, Nang Hersh, Chuck Keach,
Red Lewis, Bobbie MCNicol, Mike Nesbitt, Mona Ruoff, G.T,.ward,
Froduction Mge.“¥#ack Grosvenar o \
General Advertizing: Florence Strickler
Typing & Stencils: Audrey Sullivan -
Assts: Audrey Fetherolf, Ruth Hennock, Peg Johnson, Hope lee,
' Barbara Mock, Carl Sackett s Arlene Simen
Mimeographing: Jim Sprunger
Assts: Tom Rogers, Phil Simon<

Assembly: &n%g_];mn and the Teen=-Agers
Distribution: Mika '
Assts: Scout Troop 853

Mailing List: Yolanda Moss

—FElise Kendrick, Editor: Sept. 1956--May 1957

Church News: Kay Andrews
Civic Affairs: Peg Ewing
Clubs & Organizations: Catherine Allen
General Assignment: Sarah Lahr » Stan Bradshaw, Murray K, and Gladys Lee,
Connie Golden T
Personals & Personalities: Dena Leep
School News: Sara McKinne
Our Younger Generation: Ceorge Johnston, Chris Bigelow, Dana Kirk
Marge & Susie Weigel, Ace Kellner
Want Ads: Nell Hall
Art Staff: “Chuck Reach, Fran Duncan, Charles Bruml, Rita Lewis, Lil Mitchell
Froduction Managers: Henry & Martha Lowenstern
General Advertizing: S. Dewey Wallace
Typing & Stenecils: Joan Bradshaw
Assts: Sylvia Watkins > Dot Blankinship, Jane Hatton, ILois Davidson,
Elsie Jargensen, Barbara Mock, Libby Eisler, Marian Buckner,
Mimeographing: ~Tom Raogers & Craig Boyce,Jr,
Distribution: Girl Seouts under Helyne Davis & Kay Thome



7 TR G Join Magee, Editors: Sept, 1957--June 1958

Church News: Rae Parmenter
Civic Affairs, Nancy Dunbar

Clubs & m-gnnizations: Sherry Nicholson

General Assignment ; Sarah Lahr, Stan Bradshaw, Lynn Doty, RElise Kendrick,

- . Jdoe Tngle Clapper
Personals g Fersonalities: _,cy Thigpen

School New ¢ Joan Bradshaw
Qur Younger Generation: €Y, Col, & Mrs, Sculley
Want Ads: Martha Lowvanstern

Art Editor: Fpap Duncan; Stafr, Rita Lewis, Viv Smith, Li1 Mitchell,
: ' i . Barbara Stam =
Production Managers: . The Dyers

General Advertizing. “Holly Ste:
Typing & Stencils;; Belgl%lwwﬂma:;? ~
~ Assts; Iee Forsythe, Petey Arnold, Arlene Simon, Rae Childers s
Pat Dunn, Barbara Mock, Audrey Mowson, Marian Buckner
Mailing: Sara Marparet Tucker
I'ﬁ.meographing: Tom Rogers & Craig Boyce, Jr,
Distributionz Girl Scouts Under Iynn Doty and Hﬁ_J_._t;!_r_I__Quh_tﬂan

Editors; ‘hﬁ.& Rae Childera Sept 1958--Nay 1959

Church News : Rge Parmenter
Civic Affairs; bara Hughesg
Potpourri . (Clubs & Organizations) Sherry Nicholson,
Hello-goodbye & Look Whots Here: Audrey Fetherolf
05 o

Scoutiug: Boy Scouts: Jim McRlaj
Girl Scouts: Suzy Sammers

Teen Talk. Karen English ¢ Art Schultg

Fairfax Notes: Bill Condit

Helpful Hints & Receipts: Sue Welsh

General Assignments. Mary Ayers, Stan Brédshaw, Martha Carroll, Dot, Hammerschmi g
'n_--""-_—-_"_"——‘_“_"-—\-._.___

Aj Your Spading ; Peg Twing & Peg McFarland

Prc%t?gtion Managers, Bob & V,B, Gilles :

Art Editor: Nancy Dunbar -

Art Staff: pat Dunne, Nancy Lycns, Colette Stermer, Viv smith

Typing & Stencils: Eleaner Carroll

Assts: Betty Alexander, Pete Arnold, Joan Bradshayw

Marian Buckner, Jennie Carper, Chris Cavender, Mary Fletcher,
Hildur Hart, Nell Hall, Marie Hineg s Betty Hoover, Audry Mowson
Arlene Simen S s

Mailing. Bev, Engel

Mimeographing: Johmnie Allan & Linda Riggs

Distribution: GirT Sconts

Want Ads: Bette Helvey %

General g Display Ads: Syd Corwin & Marge Magee

Finance Recorder; -Millie Keough



e~ Editor:s Jim Iemon Sept. 1959-=Dec, 1959

Community Facilities & Civic Improvements: Viv Smith
HRACA Reporter: Pauline Inman

Social Committee:™ Barbara Stam

League of Women ?merWeﬁgq_& Jim Menger

Garden Club: Wayne Lalor

Annandale High School: Florence Strickler

HRACA Member Bommittee Reporter: Nan Chase

Woodburn School PTA Repo ter: Nan Chase

Church: Sally leshe
New Arrivafsﬁa‘n‘tﬁase

" CGirl Scouts: Shirley Carsegadden

Cub Scouts: Cerald Flavel

Classified Adsi Bette Helvey
Mimeggraphing: Johnnie, Allan, Linda Riggs
CoverArt: ¥thel Brilhart

Typists: Cecélia Edwards, Arlene Simon

Stan Bradshaw Jan 1960--May 1960

Art Editor: Jeanne Gately

Art Staff: Chip Jeffries, Dick Cooper, Jim White, Charles Bruml,
Nancy Dunbar, Viv Smith, Extk Ethel Brilhart, Al Biderman,
Don Meeker : RS

Church News: Sally Lesho

Commmunity News: Nan Chase

Scout News: Willetta Heising, Dot Hammersbhmidt, George McKinney

Household Hints: Hester McNulty

Gardening: Wayne Lalor L e

School News: Fhyllis Ea s Florence Sttickler

Teen Topics: Tina Sanborn

General Assigmments: Sarah Lahr, Jim Barnett, David Arnold

Publicity: Joe Leep

Tpbists: Arlene Simon, Elsie Stevens, Christ Cavender, Pete Arnold,

Rae Childers, Eleanor Carroll, Joan Bradshaw, Lois Davidson

 Advertizing: Pat Waterfield

Want Ads: Bette Helvey
Mimeographing: Charlie & Johnnie Riggs

Assembly: Red & Mleanor Miller

- Editor: Larry Evans: Sept 1960---to date

Art Editors: Don & Jeanne Gately
Receipes & Helpful Hints: Hester McNulty

. Aids Your Spading: ILouise Orr
" Revolving Door: Anne Ganser

Scouting: Wiletta Helsing,Audrey Fetherolf, Wayne Lalor,

Teen Topics: Ronnie Himmer

Church News: Hester Avery

School News: Florence Strickler, Nan Chase, Norma Gohd,

Want Ads: Sandra Barnett <o

Typing: Arlem=Simon

Printing: Pete Arnold

Assembly: Joan Bradshaw, Evelyn Armold,Alan Riggs,Tina Sanborn,

Red & Eleanor Miller

Special Contributors: Edward O'Flaherty, Tina Sanborn, Bev. Engel,
Ann Clements, Eleanor Godfrey, Sarah Lahr,
Pete Arnold, Eleanor Miller

Delivery: Girl Scouts
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August 24, 1983
Mr. E. Glendon Moore,
Dear Glen,

Your letter and enclosures were forwarded to us here and we are de-
lighted. In our move a few months badk from Idaho, we have sorted many
of our things that have been in storage for a long time. In going over
0ld photos I had found a picture of our home in Holmes Rum Acres on
Sycamore Drive. I had taken the pictures when the framing was just
finished and it showed the unique way the architect had made use of the
afternoon sun in winter and the shade of the overhang in the summer.

It was truely one of the first solar heating jobs on the map.

The photos made us think back to the development and we commented
on how most housing developments go down hill and wondered if that had
happened to Holmes Run. It was a great relief to know from your publications
that this was not the case. Thanks to all of you.

Today, as we recalled with you those days 30 years ago,things came
to mind. How we organized to forestall the cutting of the young forest
that was threatened and how we succeeded --that was actually the beginning
of the organization I think. Since we were one of the early buyers, we

had trouble getting a loan approval because the bank informed us the

style of architecture was too radical for that part of Washington and Wrginia.

T recall the old barn on the top of the hill was about to be demolished.
Being a forester, I inspected it one evening and found that the big beams
were carved from solid oak about 12 by 12 inches. They were many feet
long and perfectly preserved since they were roof beams and were hand hewn.

I got all excited and tried to talk the contractor into saving them in
some manner, even if he would give them to the community, but no - he had

to burn the barn the next day.

Hank IaFaver was one of the early boosters of the Acres and he shows up
in your publication. He would like very much to get copies of your mater-
ials T know. I worked with him in New Mexico in the late fortys in the
Forest Service.

We have been retired for over 25 years, having made our home in
Boise, Idaho until this May. As a hobby I have been writing a column
for Trailer Life Magazine. Recently I sent in my 158th column, so if you
divide thatby 12 you can guess how long that "Overmatourist" column has
been running. It has made us many friends all over the country and many
of the readers take the time to look us up at home,which is a delight.

Please give your fine people there our regards and know we still think

fondly of the neighborhood..
s l.. 5 :
a Sincerely e 4/ -
VL [ U 4 k"/i

Flo and X. Flock




Urama oxercises and games may be done purely as trainin- in actine. However, thwy
may also be used creatively in teaching situations by selectine those which bect
help participsnts experience implications of what they arc learning, These are
bricf descriptions of exercises chosen to do this.

Thdwi: ACCEPTALCE OF INDIVIDUAL DIFFEREIICES; TFORMIIG VALUBS; FACTUG COLILICT;
1AKILG DECISIONS

1) @ames and exercises involvines conflict and cooperation:
-"Tur-of=war," --then its exact re-creation in pantomime

~"Mirror" --a rame in which two people "mirror! each other's actions as
similtaneously as possible
-"Tarts-of-a-whole" --participsnts buil? a "machiine® in which each of them

contributes rhythmically, relatinc interdeneandently, until onc “part" broalks
down. iHach person is one contributin: part of a wiolc unit,
-"Lall ~ame" --tossin~ to each other an imaginery ball which chances size and
weisht as ~amc prorsresses. All must be using the "samcd ball,

(Discuss eloments of such rames: which involve cooperstion? Uhich conflictt

3) Ixcrcisecs emphasizing contrasts in life, the tremendous variety within a
particular catepory, and the range of individual differconces and perceptions:

-Scnsory oxercises such as those involving smell and taste--c.g,, smelling
bottled liquids in which the smell is dispuised by inappropriate colorinr.

-lovement --walkine, for examplc, We walk many different ways; how do we
walk when we're "mad," sad, plad, ete.? Specific situations may be siven.

=-Sounds --shakinc~ boxes and ruessing by the sound alone what is in them.
lecords may be used, with contrasting sounds.

-liusic -~a wide range of musical sounds is played with the group divided
into teams. They listen and pantomime or act out situations based on
moods, people, and places susrested by music. “WHO' are you? "WHERE"are
you? "WHAT" are you doing? =

-Touch --Clindfold. Touch objects, faces. Then guess what or who they are,
iow would it be to have to depend on touch alone, to be without the vital
sense of sisht? How might it change your values?

(Emphasis throughout previous exercises is on varying responses to particular

sounds, smells, etc. Therer are individual differences, not "risht" and
"wrons" responses, )

3) Improvising scenes:

-"Hot seat" --one person faced with a decision sits in the "hot seat!
while others assume roles of those tryin- to persuade him in various
directions until he reaches a decision. The sroup susrests situations
in which decisions must be reached--o.7., a clascroom in which a test
is being given and someone cheats; a wallet is found containing moncy
and identification; parent-child conflict at the breakfast table over
haircut, skirt length, homework, telephone, or automobile. Roles may
be extended £rom immediate people involved to include friends and
other acouaintances.

(This could lead into discussion analyzing how we make decisions and
what happens when we don't decide. Uore improvisations mgy be done,
or "role-playing," as they surrest themselves accordins to the proup's

int«rests). 560 4 i §
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WE'RE NOT QUITE SURE who to thank for this enterprising
young fellow--perhaps Barbara Stam, Art Editor for the April,

1957 Runner; however, if any correction is forthcoming, we
promise to hop to it., --EDITORS

THE HOLMES RUNNER / page 9 / MARCH-APRIL 1993 REPRINT
T e AT
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School’=s In Sesslion Again
Help Keep Our Klds Safe

Please clear a path on your property, along
the curb, so chlldrn can walk to school
without resortlng to the streets.
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EDITOR FOR THE DUNNED

INDIVIDUAL OR TEAM

A GREAT WAY TO GET TO KNOW YOUR
NEIGHBORS AND NEIGHBORHOOD

CALL JUDY 560-1084

THE HOLMES RUNNER
SUMMER 1990
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The Runner Still Needs an
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Call Dave Parker, 573-9465
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by Susan Gum
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by Patty Breglio

December 1962
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November 1986
by Judy & Randy McKnight
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by Carolyn Earnest
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April 1988
by Judy McKnight

April 1989
by Therese Keegan
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Does the
HRACA Board really
do anything?

From The Editor
At the September Holmes Run Acres Civic Association
(HRACA) board of director’s meeting, one of the members
related how he had heard from critics that the board was
unresponsive to the needs of the community Another
director added that she had occasionally been told by
fellow residents that they felt the board was useless, ac-
complishing little, if anything. These second-hand vitu-
perations naturally stirred the pot, which in itself is not a
bad thing. But it got me to thinking about the board and its
critics.

(continued on page 2)
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A DISTINCTIVE MODERN HOUSE OF
ISOUND DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION!

LURIA BROS. BUILDERS

1300 Wilson Boulevard = Arlington, Virginia « OWens 8500

SATTERLEE & LETHBRIDGE - ARCHITECTS - ENGINEERS

Original advertisement for Luria Brothers' Holmes Run
Acres development forty-two years ago. In 1952, one
year later, the Holmes Runner was first published by
and for the community.

New editors,
New Holmes Runner

First and foremost, as the new editors of the Holmes
Runner, we wish to express our thanks and admiration to
Gloria and Nick Nappo, our immediate predecessors. As
we put the finishing touches on this first issue, we came to
realize the yeoman's service they had performed for almost
three years. Gloria and Nick infused the Runner with their
own considerable skills, creativity, wit, and charm  a
very difficult act to follow  § While changing the look of
the Runner, we’ve tried to maintain the pleasant balance of

information and entertainment, all the while remaining

cognizant that this is your newsletter Please drop by with
your suggestions and comments. All ideas are welcome,
along with your articles, art work, poetry, and local news.
See you around the Acres! JEP
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This holiday
season: Volunteer
opportunities

Background

In October the HRACA Board established an ad hoc
committee to examine whether the Board should sponsor
new and/or revised activities to be more responsive to the
desires of our ever changing community It was hoped that
the ad hoc committee would develop ideas to increase
community participation in activities and provide more
opportunities to meet and mix with our neighbors.

(continued on page 2)
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lllustration by Elizabeth Ann Jordan

Halloween Parade

Unfortunately this year, a rainy weekend almost washed-out
the Halloween Parade. Despite the rain, approximately 30
children and their parents, family and friends turned out on
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 31 for the 12th Annual Halloween
Costume Parade.

The parade began with the ceremonial walk through the a
portion of the Acres and back to the park. First place &
runner-up prizes were awarded for "Best Costume & "Most

[ Original Costume" in six age group categories. Also $23.25

was collected for UN.I.C.E.F.

Jim Gasson and Jim Davey would like to particularly
thank Mary Campbell for her guidance and help in planning
this year's event. We would also like to thank the following
people for their role(s) in helping with the Parade:

 Lauren Birkhead » Sarah Birkhead

* John Butler * Bruce Campbell

* Kristin Campbell » Jim & Connie Davey

» Jacob Indre » Cindy, Don & Adam Pearl
* Lisa Rab » Chip Valosio

» Krispy Kreme Doughnuts, Alexandria, VA
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Holmes
Run Acres:
Memories of 1954

What were you doing in 19547 What was going on in the
world around you? When I asked these questions of myself
I knew exactly where to turn so as to refresh vague
memories: The Homes Runner, of course. And I was
suprised by what I found. For openers, I was the editor of
the Runner for the first five issues in 1954, bi-golly It was
then a mimeographed publication (so different typewriters
produced unmatching stencils). There was a crew of
stencil cutters, a crew to run off Runners, a crew to
assemble and staple, and a crew to distribute, including
local Cub Scouts. It had topical cartoons by Bernie
Sanders, and illustrations by, among others, Marcus
Stearns. It was hefty, the April issue comprising 52 pages.

Regularly reported on were Church News (including
an article on George Washington’s church going), Civic
Affairs (including our links with the world outside HRA),
Woodburn PTA and school news, “Our Younger
Generation” (teens), Personals and Personalities, full
reports on new HRA families (including addresses and
phone numbers). There were also occasional profiles of
residents and many varied features (in December there
were pieces on Christmas in Finland, in Denmark, in
Austria and one about French Noel by Colette Hunsberger),

The Holmes Run Civic Association met monthly for
sometimes long and stormy sessions. High water rates
were one hot topic, the HRACA constitution another.
Woodburn School, barely opened, was gaining its first
addition but older elementary children were still housed at
“Old Bailey’s”, called the Annex. The Holmes Run Acres
Recreation Association pool, the first community-built pool
in Fairfax County, opened on May 29th, and by September
closing had logged 29,588 admissions, including 614 paid
guests and 1,748 house guests. Discussion was underway
about a second pool to accommodate those who couldn’t
attain HRARA membership in 1954,

(continued on page 2)
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Holmes Run Acres:
Homes Attract
Architecture Students

On February 19, 1994 Dr. John Vlach’s “Vernacular
Architecture” class from George Washington University
conducted a walking tour of the Acres, organized by Chris
Martin, an Acres resident and former student at GWU.

The course teaches all aspects of “vernacular”
architecture, defined loosely as encompassing all types of
buildings from log houses to tract houses. The purpose of
the walking tours was to teach the class, composed of both

| undergraduates and graduate-level students, to be able to

walk through a “modem” (i.e. post-World-War-II)
landscape and see how it was designed and has changed
over the years. Before the tour, articles on the Acres from
the 1950s were provided for background reading.

Then, one sunny Saturday morning in February, about

| adozen students and Dr Vlach, also joined by Dr. Richard
| Longstreth from the GWU American Civilization program,

came to the Acres and began the tour at 3403 Cypress
Drive, an example of the earliest phase of development
built by the Luria Brothers in 1952. After walking through
Luria Park, begun c.1954, we walked to 3427 Gaddy Court,
an example from the second phase of development by the
Gaddy Brothers. The third and final house on the tour was
7607 Westminster Court, owned by Bob and Ginny
Yacovissi. The final house was an example from the
newest part of the Acres, built by Andre Bodor ¢.1958.

While houses from the first two phases look similar,
with the Gaddy houses being a little larger, the Bodor
houses are slightly bigger still, with some of the latest
features such as the unique fold-down stove tops and cove
lighting. Regarding alteration, it was interesting to note
how few original garages are left in the Luria houses, most
having been enclosed for an additional interior room.

Chris Martin
560-9150
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It's that time of year!
Read "The Graine Thumb"

lllustration by Ann Jordan
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New HRACA
Board
Elected

Atit’s May 25th “town hall” meeting, a new HRACA Board
was elected for the 1994-95 term. The balloting was heavy
with over 60 people in attendance and almost 200 ballots cast,
including mailedballots (whatever happened to voterapathy?).

The new board members are;

Marie (Pete) Arnold
Scott Birkhead
Edith Clark

Jim Davey
Fernando Gaitan
Jim Gasson

Beth Anne Grove
Virginia Harris
Vicky Indre

Marty Keegan
Jenny Klostermyer
Jack Kirkpatrick
Chris Martin

Val Martin

Kim Petersen

Pat Place

Janet Schreiber
Chip Valosio

Alternates are:

Norman Atkins, King Banks, and Martha Chase

(Cont'd on page 2)
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Prior to the Annual “DAY in the PARK” festivities on
Saturday October 16, 1994 was the 2nd Annual “Holmes
Run/Walk”. The race was so well attended that runners had
to be started in staggered groups so as to not stampede
each other at the start!

The RUN...

Andrew Murphy was our First Place winner this year
with an outstanding time of 11:54 for the 2.25 mile course.
He was followed by second place winner Dave Parker with
a time of 16:09, and in third place with a stalwart perfor-
mance was Nancy Gehron with a
time of 19:37.

Jim Gasson would
Brian Moylan for his as-
Route Director and
Medical Assistant.
Brian’s keen eye
saw that runners
stayed on the run-

like to thank
sistance as

on-site
-

ning course

and stood ready with
his first aid ., kitin
the event ofa

medical emer-
gency. Also thanks to
Indre and Joel Breitner for their help.

Brian

The WALK...

The “Holmes Runs Walk” succeeded the Run. Twenty-
six walkers trekked through the 2 mile course to the
beginning of the “DAY in the PARK”

Thanks to all who came out to participate!

Jim Gasson
560-8728
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HOLMES RUN ACRES

50th Anniversary Celebration .

. House Tour—QOctober 6
= Gala Celebration—October 6 -
.o 6:30 pm o.

. Day In The Park—CQOctober 7 .
e (Raindate—October 8) @

DURING THIS TIME OF TRAGEDY, HRA'S THOUGHTS AND
PRAYERS ARE WITH THE VICTIMS AND THEIR FAMILIES
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%riow Sculpture on
“Holmes Run Drive from

UPCOMING EVENTS

Evening of Dining & Music.....March 9

( 3\ ( Easter Egg Hunt......March 30, 11 a.m.
( /J —] Spring Food & Clothing Drive...April 20
‘[ I l ) Yard Sale & Spring Clean-up......May 4

E . HRACA Annual Meeting

HOLMES RUN ACRES
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THE HOLVMES RUNNER

et ober 1970

e s e

; q&:ﬁ‘?\_‘.'-"}’..(""-‘ﬁ‘é‘:‘-ﬂ:}" O e e e B

Sni
fg:}, :
i

e

e
=

_K:@-‘._P P
e

L IBRA
SEPT 24 OCT 23

BRIT



1980

OCTOBER



HESSE

ﬁg:f_ UL E

JULY/AUGUST 1984

y
=
=
3
LY
=
O
...u.u.
S

i
e et st "o e e




ANN STEELE

Holmes
Runner




OOOC000000000000000000000C

llllllllll \_,.r...r._...
o E N E W E W Em he i gl
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
- OE W N E W E N W E
llllllll!l g
lllllllllll R
llllllllll
lllllllll
IIIIIIIIII
lllll
IIIIII
Illllll.".. :

AT TR
H E E = = mEmEm ._..
H - = E EEE.

@ﬁﬂﬂ#ﬁ@ﬂ@@ﬁ@@.

NOLKES RUNNER

.@@@@ﬂ@@@ﬁ@@@@ﬁ@@@.

&3
&
&
00

QOOC0000C0000000000CO000000C



—

TnE NELMES

RUNNER

MY 1887




e
-i ‘- _{ -h*:”:‘ :
B o s =
e Sl R =
- - L, "' ;“"* -1#_ Ly .-%.I
- 4. '-] *‘T :1 P - : :
"> 2 I*” g 1. - =y o
- .—‘ '-'ﬁl == = ?- - ‘. .
e | l: 1* - i* 1 '-: _1- :-;-I
-q i - | - Baofivafyy -
-y - s il - 5 :
- - =l "'*: ',*-: ':1 = :1*‘
- |.- : ‘_ **_ -.: oot ‘-‘. P:
- i]ﬁ | -‘- ‘-111-.
-l '.- *‘I ’ I'- —1 S 'I: r*
| o 25 I—l
R e tz::f_
..1 & .-*:;i
- *
=L ; q-,
| - ‘P
% >
-{' i.'.{ fag
o :F&
:;t':. :Ti Pacy
- -:-
‘l P’ '- r-j
e
-l l I—hl I
l *J -l
"l-?‘:'ﬂ
-1'1-.. I**?‘
* r-‘-_-'-
xS ' FM,
-q 1-'.. llllli ::ﬁfl
‘-‘_--
-‘ '.- ' . . ' l l ! i -1-.1l
SO L L g = =
= o I :U-
|-|- e . . ! -I’-I
-i l " .y 15 1 =
- -r. . r
i""*:' p_1 1_1 1. 1 b 1 l 1 ! l !'Il'=I ' . ‘:?J:
- ; . | 4 l | ii .-rﬂ‘..
...-‘7:'_, ||I||I|'I|'l|' f 'I, llilllali s I:*?!
e '| || l o '. 'I' e %
i, ., Al . R 51 ;! =
O 7 11 13 i i , : l'.' . -
If oyt 1 | l.'.’] .il' | | l' i i ..i [ | '.‘. | | ' ll"| Ial;l ’ :i-.-l
T 3 I | 11 ii 1 (R 1 . - :
—=. lllll‘i l '. " ’ll | _._--;
oo ] . i1 | ,ll. 1 " g -
o | i [ | i3a 13 : : :
1‘23:" | : |'I|]|Il.|.'llll' | 1 -] 3 |'|:| 3 . : 1 : ' i -
s I I -_—-
I-v-q g | | 4 L gi13 3 l B 1 i ' = : :
:n-- 'I l' I!'I Il L | llll II i 1 -;:;;:E
t -u' T
li"r-'-"' I] l] K] ’Iillllll '| ” Il ‘:.:.'-..
=t . F R T 131, ', %
i ' "y 3 snasn 1 l,': 1304, : -
= . 13 ] gl.’a i Iaiilll 2y .
.:s,.-,_ 11y 11 ';Illll '1'1’;! 'l ) 2 3 J-;-j
':.*_-—:' 2 11 !i!!!! 11 l ik . -4 r-‘
= ! g 3, 13 u ¥ =
ot ™ i o == o : r F-
i) '-
1-1"-1 I I . . ' ‘
,'-*_. I l -i F-
!::i_r-' l -!P-
:{-,""; Il;!‘-:]
l g -:-h
ok - 5] z{ b*;
: P
i o
- . I* ‘
= - i*:
I'»!i_i-:-' I :J‘L-
.-1'1".'., ¢ 2 _?-
h 8 i '’ E -l-“-.*- -
1'."%-'-'-" - i x ::g_ ::;:- |
.-q‘!v:'_L b - :, 3 _*‘ 2
AR ; i 4R : s
: | L DS -$ :' -
- : 3 = _: = -
'd.:' !":._ -J :_ li-# -—:*-P 2 F-
lf:i*.r.‘-" : | :4# I .*- —-
# - SEs :#- pms
- ] -~.- E - .- _1 :
...T: - -:-~':_' - _.'.__?: X,
It - - EE
TiD T



PSR

L

++

ol

++++¢4i¥i$ii##ii¢

1

Haas A AW ". il -,. '-|
|.‘ J Wy --.
i ik ___-r 'u"

;
- s l'll' ;]
e o

j

r'-.r':

++++++++*++

R R BN

vy "‘?*






MAR: L2

THE HOLMES RUNNER
JANUARY - FEBRUARY 1989

B

/
%
'.-'j
&

\~.

\N\\\ui

\

A\ I.I"\\ a




TS mpn e munEs |

MAY 1989




Holmes Runner

June — August
1989




oTlolmesunng

FHo /M@f 95




Ankralank edneid



L] ?
L]
.
'
I ) :
o . L
¥
=
| . .
f
f:.-
Yok
(0 -y,
iy tre %
-t ., :
v Iy
b y
N
iyh
MU .
" W
A rg
T y L) f""':\
A
il ey e L 3

0y




The
Holmes

Runner

November
December

1995

hmll

Nﬂme

s AR




N » v &)
love fhe ;







> )
—d i
NAY A\ e 17
]. Y 13
U ® a Ll
4 () % 4 k=
7 \a A
i . N §

/'.. /
i ’
4
e
j
0
% o g
f 2 W%
N
e\ = N
N Ty sa0
\ = ERNE
4

s

AR
RUH)

% ?A)'.".ré/ —
L% ]

: B T e

ANN & PHIL JORDAN









